
Down by the Riverside. First recorded by the Fisk University jubilee quartet in 1920 
Artists who have recorded the song include: Bill Haley & the Comets, Bing Crosby, Elvis Presley, Louis 
Armstrong, Lead Belly, Mahalia Jackson, Nat King Cole, Van Morrison, Willie Nelson 

 

         
 
4/4 timing.  Count in.  1, 2, 1 2 3 4  Intro:  [D7] _ Study [D7] war no [G] more [G//] 
Gonna [G] lay down my [G] sword and shield, [G] _ down by the [G] riverside  
[D7] _ Down by the [D7] riverside, [G] _ down by the [G] riverside  
Gonna [G] lay down my [G] sword and shield, [G] _ down by the [G] riverside  
[D7] _ Study [D7] war no [G] more [G7] 
  
Chorus 
Ain't gonna [C] study war no [C] more, I ain't gonna [G] study war no [G] more  
[D7] _ Study [C/] war [D7/] no [G] more no [G7] more 
Ain't gonna [C] study war no [C] more, I ain't gonna [G] study war no [G] more  
[D7] _ Study [D7] war no [G] more [G7] 
 
Gonna [G] lay down my [G] heavy load, (Where?), [G] _ down by the [G] riverside 
[D7] _ Down by the [D7] riverside, [G] _ down by the [G] riverside  
Gonna [G] lay down my [G] heavy load, (Where?), [G] _ down by the [G] riverside 
[D7] _ Study war no [G] more [G7] 
 
Sing Chorus: Ain't gonna [C] study, etc 
 
Gonna [G] lay down my [G] care and woe (Where?), [G] _ down by the [G] riverside 
[D7] _ Down by the [D7] riverside, [G] _ down by the [D7] riverside  
Gonna [G] lay down my [G] care and woe (Where?), [G] _ down by the [G] riverside 
[D7] _ Study [D7] war no [G] more [G7] 
 
Sing Chorus: Ain't gonna [C] study, etc 
 
Gonna [G] put on my [G] long white robe, [G] _ down by the [G] riverside,  
[D7] _ Down by the [D7] riverside, [G] _ down by the r[G] iverside  
Gonna [G] put on my [G] long white robe, [G] _ down by the [G] riverside 
[D7] _ Study [D7] war no [G] more [G7] 
 
Sing Chorus: Ain't gonna [C] study, etc 
 
Gonna [G] join hands with [G] everyone, [G] _ down by the [G] riverside  
[D7] _ Down by the [D7] riverside, [G] _ down by the [G] riverside  
Gonna [G] join hands with [G] everyone, [G] _ down by the [G] riverside  
[D7] _ Study war no [G] more [G7] 
 
Ain't gonna [C] study war no [C] more, I ain't gonna [G] study war no [G] more  
[D7] _ Study [C/] war [D7/] no [G] more no [G7] more 
Ain't gonna [C] study war no [C] more, I ain't gonna [G] study war no [G] more  
[D7] _ Study [D7] war no [G] more [G] [D7] [G] 


